Batered at the New York Post Office as Second Class Matter. 


THE 
IBRARY 
WORLD 


Published Mid-Monthly. 


Vol. XXV. No. 297. March, 
New Series 201. 1923. 


One Shilling & Twopence Annual Subscription 12/6 
Net. Postage 1/- extra. 


CONTENTS. 


EDITORIAL 


THe Boston Pusiic Liprary: ITs WoRK AND 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


Mr. L. STANLEY JasT AS PLAYWRIGHT 

LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 

LIBRARY NEws 

OBITUARY 

REVIEWS 

Tue “ Lonpon ” CONFERENCE 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION : NORTH WESTERN BRANCH ... 
ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 

CORRESPON DENCE 


ay 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 7 & 8 Coptic St. 
LONDON, W.C. 1 


Gases 


| 


REPAIRS 
Many Library Books need Slight 
These can be done in the Library by using 


OUR REPAIRING MATERIALS 


AWHESIVE CLOTH, roll. 
For fastening loosenéd leaves and broken sections 


of books, also for seinforcing maps, ¢tc 


SILK FINISH ADHESIVE CLOTH, 1s.6d. 
For replacing the cloth at the back of Sais 
worn or torn. 


DOUBLE STITCHED BINDER, 2s. per roll. 
For recasing books of any size. 


SUCCESS BINDER, 1s,9d. per roll. 


Prepared es fastening loose leaves 


TRANSPARENT ADBESIVE PARCHMENT PAPER, 
repairing torn leaves. 


TRANSPARENT ADHESIVE TAPE, 4d. a spool. 


PERFORATED GUMMED CLOTH, 1s.9d. per roll. 
For “Tipping in” loose leaves. 


SEND FOR A TRIAL SUPPLY. 
TEN SHILLINGS net. Post Free. 


Grafton & Co, Coptic House, London 


£™ 
= 
= 
r 
‘ 
4 


EDITORIAL. 


A Lonpon and Home Counties Branch of the Library Association 
reached the stage of initiation at the meeting held at the Central 
Library for Students on March 28th. A committee was formed 
and officers were elected, and application is to be made to the 
Library Association Council for a certificate creating the Branch. 
The movement has our sympathy, and it may do something to 
revive interest in library matters, which notoriously flags, amongst 
London librarians. We do not think the committee quite repre- 
sentative, but it will do for a start. 
* * * * 

There is much that a good Branch can do. There is no doubt 
that the Library Association has too much work for its necessarily 
very small administration department to accomplish satisfactorily, 
and in consequence London itself has been overlooked. The Branch 
will relieve the Association here. It will also see that its meetings 
discuss live subjects, occasionally technical ones, and sometimes 
purely professional ones—very little has been done in these direc- 
tions lately —and, in fine, the Branch can look after London interests 
without neglecting those of the country as a whole. 

* * * * 

On the other hand, it is to be feared that with the advent of 
the London Branch the monthly meetings of the Library Associa- 
tion will cease to be held, which may or may not be a good thing. 
Moreover, as one or two critics of the new scheme quite pertinently 
remark, the monthly meetings in London failed to create any interest 
either critical or appreciative, or only a microscopic amount of it, 
and it is by no means clear that the Branch will be more successful. 
We wish that it may. 

* * * 

At the morning meeting there was a discussion which was 
intended to deal with the future of London libraries as it may be 
affected by the Royal Commission of the Government of London 
which is now sitting. No one seemed to have very clear ideas upon 
the matter, except that it was the business of the Library Associa- 
tion to formulate a policy for the guidance of the members, and a 
resolution was passed to that effect and addressed to the Council 
of the Association. 


An old point is raised by a recent advertisement of a library 
appointment, in which the candidates are required to be qualified 
but are asked to state the amount they expect to receive in salary. 
The post in question is assuredly worth a certain sum, but what 
that is, in present circumstances, is a matter for the individual 
applicants, who are thus placed in the position of bidding against 
one another. By a closely-organized profession the local authority 
concerned would have been informed that such and such a figure 
was the salary that should be paid, and the members of the pro- 
fession would be required to insist upon that sum. Thus the post 
would go by qualifications. Now it will probably go by price, and 
that is unfair and unsatisfactory. 
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Few criticisms have been more scathing than those made by 
Prof. A. E. Richardson in his lecture on “ Library Architecture ” 
at University College. These are typical specimens: “ The Public 
Library at Birmingham always reminds me of a meat market with 
books in it.” The North Library at Islington looked like “ str 
bacon,” and so indeed did most of the libraries of what he called 
“ the Carnegie period.’” Of Hare, who was responsible for many 
of them, he said: “ His plans were good; his exteriors were un- 
speakable.”” We may remark on this that as James Duff Brown 
provided Hare with much of the material for his plans, it would 
seem that very little is left to the poor architect. He thought, how- 
ever, that the Kettering Library was a good example of planning. 


Prof. Richardson also declared that in American libraries our 
English ideas had been taken and worked out in buildings that were 
really civic: the best library buildings in the world. The English 
character that dominates public life and public buildings in America 
was especially seen in the public library there. He thought that 
the new English libraries would surpass the American in their 
architecture. We hope so; but as money as well as art is neces: 
to the raising of good architecture, we fear that this superiority wi 
not come just yet. 

* * * 

The discussion is so interesting that we feel that no apology 
is necessary for this lengthy comment. The crux of the matter is : 
Is there a kind of architecture which may be considered distinctively 
library architecture, and, if so, what is it? We remember Mr. 
Jast asking if it should represent a book. That is an idea which 
we offer to architects for their consideration. Prof. Richardson 

inted to Preston Public Library as the finest of the pre-Carnegie 
uildings ; and it is a fine building, but it is a classical public build- 
ing, and not so distinctively a library that one cannot possibly 
mistake it for anything else. That is the severe test which no 
library known to us anywhere can survive. 


The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust has sent a series of ques- 
tions to librarians indicating that these are to bring Prof. W. G. 
S. Adams’s “ Report of Library Provision and Policy ” up to date. 
They also send a second series on the educational affiliations and 
activities of libraries, and say that an enquiry with a view to new, 
or further, library legislation will be held this year, for which the 
material now being collected is to be used. As the Trustees add 
that the forms have been discussed with and approved by the officers 
of the Library Association, it is the duty of every librarian to supply 
the information as fully and clearly as possible. 


* * * 


Messrs. Grafton and Co. wish us to announce that they are not 
at present exercising the right they reserved of increasing the sub- 
scription to the Book Selector, which is still one guinea per annum 
for three copies per month. Complimentary remarks received on 
the publication will be found on another page. 
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THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY : 
ITS WORK AND RECENT PUBLICATIONS: 


Amonc the great popular libraries of the world Boston takes a high 
enw Catering for a population of over 748,000, through 32 libraries, 

anch libraries and reading rooms, it circulates over two-and-a-half 
millions of volumes each year for home use. There are over one 
million-and-a-quarter volumes in stock, and of these over 900,000 
are in the Central Library. Over a quarter-of-a-million volumes 
are issued in the Central Reference Library for use on the premises. 
These statistics show that our opening statement is thoroughly 
justified and the fact that the figures show a well-defined tendency 
to increase shows that the population of Boston appreciate in the 
best possible manner the efforts that are made to bring books 
before them. 

The fact that the Boston Public Library has its own Printing 
Office and Bindery naturally enables it to issue more publications 
than those libraries which are not so happily situated. There is 
no doubt that the greater libraries require more and more printed 
catalogues and guides, and it is only where these are produced in 
sufficient numbers that the library can be said to be fully at the 
service of the reader. 

The publications of the Boston Public Library fall into several 
classes. In the first class we have the official periodicals, such as 
the Bulletin and the Annual Report. The Bulletin contains, in 
addition to the list of the principal new books, reference lists on 
special topics of a useful character. The second class may be 
described as Rules and Guides for Readers. The pamphlet on 
How to Find and Procure a Book is very clearly written and illus- 
trated with specimens of catalogue cards in such a manner as to 
make the use of the great Card Catalogue simple to all In the 
third place we have the series of Brief Reading Lists, each contain- 
ing about 30 or 40 pp., on such subjects as New England, Industrial 
Problems and Americanization, and Lists of One-Act Plays and 
Fiction in Spanish. These are all issued at 5 cents. each. The most 
important works issued by the Library, however, are the Biblio- 

aphies and Catalogues of Special Collections, and these range 
in size from the Catalogue of the Allen A. Brown Catalogue of Music 
in 4 volumes to the lists on Modern Ireland and Domestic Economy 
phlets in the familiar blue —— One of the latest issues 
Do catdene of Modern Italian B produced entirely in Italian 
and occupying over 100 pages. 

An interesting exhibition was held at the Library in 1921 to 
commemorate the centenary of Keats. The Catalogue of the Exhibi- 
tion has been issued and forms a useful adjunct to the bibliography 
of that author. 

The Guide to Serial Publications in the various libraries in 
Boston, Cambridge and vicinity promises to be both extensive and 
useful. The first part issued in 1922 takes the alphabet to Bibl. 
and occupies 96 pages. These co-operative lists of periodicals are 
without doubt of great value, and more work of that kind in this 
country would render the paths of the student easier. 
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Enough has been said to show that the Boston Public Library 
is doing its work well, both in extending the home use of books and 
in rendering its enormous stock more easily usable by the reader. 
We hope from time to time to call attention to still more products 
of its printing press. 


MR. L. STANLEY JAST AS PLAYWRIGHT 


It is many years since we welcomed the fine flowers of the muse of 
Dr. Richard Garnett, whose Twilight of the Gods is one of the most 
wonderful of recent works of the imagination. The librarian is 
surrounded by the highest literary beauties, and it is a wonder 
that they do not create the expression of them more often in him- 
self. There may be a reason in that his work is too frequently 
with the book as something to be exploited and not to be read—by 
himself. However that may be, he writes frequently, but he writes 
things in which the imagination and the fancy play but a small part. 

For these reasons we welcome the charmingly-produced volume 
which Routledge has just published containing Mr. Jast’s Six Plays.* 
There are works in which poetry and fancy—we think, indeed, 
something rather deeper than fancy—combine with philosophy to 
produce results which are really strikingly clever and are often 
very beautiful. They were produced in the past few years at the 
now “locally famous” upper room of the Unnamed Society of 
Manchester ; and were, in their original intention, meant to combine 
in one work the activities of the poet, artist, musician, dancer, and, 
of course, playwright. In this they have no doubt succeeded, as 
the plays offer opportunities and suggestions for the exercise of 
these arts in many places. The plays are introduced by an elegy, 
“To My Lady of Skiddaw,” which for its beautiful tenderness and 
wild regret will, we hope, find an abiding place in memorial poetry. 
The title play is one in which the lover, bending over the grave of 
the woman, is hovered about by her spirit which materializes before 
him, with what results the reader should discover for himself. 
The Geisha’s Wedding is a singularly dramatic little tragedy with a 
convincing atmosphere. Perhaps the most striking plays are 
“The Loves of the Elements: a lyrical ballet-mask,’”’ and “‘ The 
Call of the Ninth Wave,” which are utterly unlike anything we have 
met. They are lyrical with hurrying, changing, picturing melodies 
which remind one of the movement of bright water. They depend 
for their effect upon dancing, and on the stage they must be 
singularly beautiful if well performed. 

A journal such as this is not the right place to discuss the various 
technical and literary points raised by this work. Suffice to say 
that it is in many ways the most original and striking work from 
the pen of any British librarian of late years, and as such should 
find its way into every public library and should be known by every 
librarian. W.C.B.S. 


*Jast (L. Stanley) Taz Lover anD THE Deap Woman, and Five other Plays. 
Routledge. 7s. 6d. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


My Dear BETA 
DEBATES. 


One of the troubles of librarianship in recent has been 
the absence from our debates of any topic capable of arousing more 
than the mildest interest. At one time it was only necessary to 
mention one of a number of magic phrases—‘‘ Open Access,” 
“ Description or Evaluation,” ‘‘ Registration,” “Affiliation,” were 
a few of them—and a meeting would at once divide into hostile 
and highly voluble parties. While the debate lasted, and in some 
cases perhaps for a longer period, the party across the gangway 
could be distinguished by the possession of cloven-hoofs or palpably 
inadequate facial angles. Feelings ran high, and the resulting 
debates, if occasionally abusive, were at any rate alive and inter- 
esting. 
Lately, however, it has been impossible to arouse a meeting 
of librarians from the apathy into which the profession in this 
country sank at the outbreak of the war. Opinions and statements 
that would have been met by immediate and strong opposition 
at one time are accepted with the utmost meekness and even 


benevolent approval. 
A REVIVAL. 


We are glad, accordingly, to notice signs of a revival. Two 
subjects have emerged that are provoking individual opinions 
instead of being met with a corporate torpidity. These are the 
Royal Commission on London Government and its possible effect 
on the library service, and the proposed formation of a London 
Branch of the Library Association. Although, for the moment, 
they concern Londoners in particular, they may have consequences 
far beyond the Metropolis. And in any case, if the head wakes up 
it should not be long before the rest of the body shows signs of life. 

Lonpon WaAKEs UP! 

A prolific discussion of these matters took place at a joint 
conference of the Home Counties members of the L.A. and the 
A.A.L., held at the Central Library for Students on February 
28th. A report appears, I believe, on another page. It is true that 
the discussion was discursive, and included much fatuous nonsense ; 
but the large attendance at an all-day meeting showed that, given 
something of interest to discuss, librarians will turn up and discuss it. 

The Royal Commission has been sitting since November, 1921, 
and it is extraordinary that, until now, our Chartered Association 
(to which responsible authorities would naturally turn for expert 
advice) has given no opportunity to its London members to form a 
corporate opinion on the many details of administration and control 
that arise. If it had not been for the pressure brought to bear by 
the junior association, the opportunity would not have been given 
even now. 

If the L.A. were asked at the present moment to give evidence 
before the Royal Commission the executive would be unable to 
= forward anything that has received collective consideration 

om the members concerned. 
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The whole question is a difficult one, because no one knows 
what (if any) may be the intention of the Royal Commission as 
regards municipal libraries ; and very few people have studied the 
evidence already printed. The A.A.L. brought forward a proposal 
that a committee, composed of representatives from various parts 
of the area concerned, should be appointed by the Conference, for 
the purpose of watching the situation and reporting in general 
terms to a subsequent meeting of the Conference, this to be pre- 
liminary to requesting the Library Association to take any necessary 
official action. The Conference, however, by a small majority 
allowed itself to be persuaded not to do this, but to ask the Library 
Association Council to take the matter into consideration. 

SIGNS OF VIGOUR. 

If the deliberations of the Conference had ended here there 
would have been a grave danger of the matter sinking into an 
oblivion shared by many former resolutions sent to the Council 
of the Library Association. 

Happily the Conference took another step in the afternoon 
session, when, after deciding to apply to the Library Association 
for the certificate necessary for the establishment of a London 
Branch, it also referred the consideration of the Royal Commission 
and its effects to the newly-appointed executive of that Branch. 
So that now the matter is in the hands of those librarians who are 
directly concerned, and full consideration of this possibly important 
professional development is now certain of being given. 

My space is limited, so I bid you farewell. 

ALPHA. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “‘ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.”’} 


LIBRARY NEWS 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news jor this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome.] 


Tue Committee of Botton Public Library has decided to cancel 
the rule made in 1917 allowing books to be reserved on payment 
of one penny for a postcard. The privilege became too popular, 
and resulted in hardship to those borrowers who for various reasons 
could not take advantage of it. The Chief Librarian reported 
against the system after he had given it a fair trial, pointing out 
that as the libraries were democratic institutions the public using 
them should be treated all alike, and no barriers placed between 
them and their chance of obtaining the books they wanted. It is 
interesting to record that during 1921 3,975 books were reserved, 
and 5,188 in 1922. Some of the most popular authors would not 
be available, except to those who had reserved them, for four years, 
even with four copies in circulation, and some of the music was in a 
like case. Hutchinson, Dell, Farnol, Orczy, Locke, Mrs. Asquith 
and Strachey topped the list in point of numbers. 
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Much activity is being shown by the CarpirF City Council 
with regard to the establishment of new branch libraries, and it has 
been decided that additional temporary accommodation required 
at Llanishen shall be found in the infants’ department of the 
Lianishen school, which, with the consent of the Rev. R. L. Rhys, 
Vicar of Llanishen, is to be used as a lending library on two or three 
evenings per week. Suitable sites for the erection di a branch library 
have been considered at Roath Park. 

A branch library building is to be erected at Gabalfa imme- 
diately ; a site on the housing estate at Ely is to be reserved for a 
branch library, and lending library centres are to be opened at 
Lianishen, Llandaff North, and Ely. The question of extending 
the Docks branch library has been deferred. 

In regard to the establishment of a fully equipped branch library 
at Gabalfa, the librarian states that it will be necessary to provide 
a general reading room (with accommodation for 100 readers), a 
children’s room (to accommodate 100), and a lending library which 
will contain 5,000 volumes, and be capable of expansion to provide 
for another 5,000 volumes. The cost of the building, includi 
£450 for the site, would not be less than £10,000, while the 5, 
volumes would cost approximately £1,250. 

Dealing with the recommendation of the committee to establish 
lending centres at Ely, Llandaff North, and Llanishen, the librarian 
explains that this involves an expenditure of £1,500 for books and 
equipment. This would provide a library of 1,500 volumes for each 
centre. The sub-committee recommend that these centres be 
established at the only place where accommodation is available : 
the infants’ department of the non-provided school at Llanishen, 
the hall of the Hawthorn West Council School, and the hall of 
the Ely Council School.—South Wales News. 

For some time now the public of Ipswicn have been looking 
forward to hearing something definite about the new Public Library, 
which it is intended to erect in Northgate Street. 

The site, it will be remembered, was purchased by Alderman 
W. F. Paul, who generously presented it to the town for the purpose 
for which it is now to be used, in order that the town might be able 
to take advantage of the munificent offer of the Carnegie Trustees 
to erect a new library for Ipswich, providing that a suitable site 
was available. That was before the war, and as a consequence 
‘of the great increase in the cost of building the Carnegie Trustees 
found themselves unable to meet the entire cost of the new building. 
In order to get over this hitch, Alderman Paul very loyally and 
generously came forward with a further offer to meet the difference 
in the cost of the new building. 

The general style of the new buildings is to be Tudor, relieved 
by Gothic traceried stone windows. The building generally will 
be constructed of red brick. The reference library on the first floor 
will extend the whole ——_ of the front. This will be a long room, 
designed, as far as possible, to give the collegiate feeling, a number 
of small desks in the window recesses being provided for the use of 
students. Adjoining the reference library will be the librarian’s 
room, overlooking the garden in the rear. 
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The front of the building will be occupied by the n 
and magazine reading room, which is to be 74 feet long by 24 feet 
wide, with glass screens between it and the lending library, to give 
good observation and control. The lending library, which is to be 
of the open access type, will be 50 feet by 60 feet in size, and will be 
lighted by lantern lights in a flat roof. The lecture hall will be 
approximately 50 feet by 22 feet, and should be a great acquisition 
to the literary and scientific life of the borough,—East Anglican 
Daily Times. 

Leyton Public Libraries have organised a Spring course of 
library lectures, principally on travel topics, but including also one 
on physical culture and another on “‘ The Wonders of the Organism.” 

Congratulations to the MANCHESTER AND District LIBRARY 
FELLOWSHIP upon the completion of the first volume of their excel- 
lent little journal—The Manchester Librarian. The main feature 
of the last issue is a long article by A. F. Jones on the Foreign 
Library at Manchester, a department which, especially since its 
transfer to Piccadilly in 1921, has proved most popular, and of great 
value. 

SUNDERLAND Libraries have issued a comprehensive reading 
list in connection with a course of University Extension lectures on 
Ancient Egypt to be given at Sunderland by Mr. A. G. K. Hayter. 
From the same library we have also received a catalogue of water- 
colour drawings of New Zealand, by C. N. Worsley, now on exhibition 


at the Art Gallery. 
PERSONAL NEWS. 
As we go to press we hear that Mr. J. D. Stewart, Deputy 
Librarian of Islington, has been appointed Borough Librarian of 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


OBITUARY 
Mr. Joun Smitn, Deputy Librarian of Norwich, died there on 
Saturday, February 24th. Mr. Smith, who possessed all six Certi- 
ficates of the Library Association, only took up his duties at Norwich 
so recently as April of last year, previously being on the staff of 
the Bolton Public Libraries, where he was trained under Mr. Archi- 
bald Sparke. He served for three years in the Great War, and the 
hardships he there experienced probably contributed to his earl 
demise. Mr. Smith leaves a widow and one child, to whom mu 
sympathy is extended. 


REVIEWS 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
Islington Public Libraries. A Setect List oF REFERENCES ON 
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. [Mimeographed.] 1923. 4to. 

This is a short but clear and concise list on a subject which should be of 
the greatest interest to every Citizen. It shows the sources from which the 
ordinary voter can extract the information by which prejudice can be trans- 
ferred into knowledge, and we can only hope that it will fulfil its purpose. 


ACID ERE FE 
BOOKBINDING LEATHER 


WILL NOT 
DECAY 


ON THE SBELVES. 


EDW. JAS. RICHARDSON, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


HOLMES. 


of Dunlop Street, 
and 


Messrs. W. & R. HOLMES, 


Glasgow, 


Yorkshire Street, Rochdale, 
give service through their 


Library Department in all 
parts of the British Isles. 


3-11 DUNLOP ST., GLASGOW, 
and at 95 YORKSHIRE ST., ROCHDALE. 


AN_INDISPENSABLE TOOL TO ALL 


NOW READY. A PHENOMENAL SUCCESS. 


LIBRARIANS. 


Che Librarians’ Guide 


for 1923. 


ted b 
REGINALD G. WILLIAMS, FLA, Deputy Librarian, Public Libraries, Bolton, 
MARK MEREDITH, M.E.A., M.LS.A., Editor, Literary Year Book. 


articles by Archibald Sparke, 
School of Li 


Price—SEVEN SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE Nett (postage 64. extra) 


The Literary Year Book Press, 67 Dale St., Liverpool 


SAVES MONEY 

IN THRE 

LONG RUN. 

A book of reference essential to all Librarians, Staeins ee 

F.R.S.L., Chief Librarian, Bolton; E. A. Baker, M.A., D.Litt., Di 
University of London; John Ballinger, C.B.B.,M.A., Librarian, National Library of Wales; ete. A 
complete statistical account of every Public Library in the United Kingdom ; Addresses of Pub- 
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Newcastle -upon-Tyne Public Libraries. Seconp INDEX CATALOGUE 
OF THE PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS IN THE REFERENCE LIBRARY, 
describing those added, 1915-1922. 4to, boards, cloth back. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Andrew Dickson, Ltd., 1923. 

A useful subject index to the Parliamentary Papers of the period of the 
War and of the Peace. Few readers are aware of the valuable information 
contained in the Blue Books and White Papers issued by authority. The 
official indexes are awkward to use in libraries, and this handy indexed list 
will be of considerable service to many librarians. 


Sheffield Public Libraries.—Drrectories, CopE Books AND PERI- 
ODICALS: COMMERCIAL AND TECHNICAL LIBRARY. Published 
to call attention to the recently-developed department, and 
inviting visitors, or questions by telephone. Another neat 
evidence of the increasing library life of Sheffield. 


Last year we had pleasure in reviewing an excellent piece of work 
in local bibliography—Mr. Geo. A. Stephens’ Literature relating 
to Norfolk Archaeology and Kindred Subjects. The 1921 issue 
of this, now to hand, is compiled on similar lines and presents a 
handy guide to the most recent articles and books on the subject. 


BULLETINS. 


Mr. WILFRID ROBERTSHAW, the Reference Librarian, Bradford, 
contributes an article on “ The Literature of the Oxford Movement ” 
to the official journal of the Bradford Education Committee for 
January, 1923. 


The Readers’ Bulletin, the bi-monthly magazine of the 
CovENTRY Public Libraries, of which we have just received the 
second number (Jan.—Feb., 1923), is by way of being one of the 
best of recent library magazines. The entries, which are printed 
in a sufficiently small, but clear, type to allow of a very compre- 
hensive list of additions to be printed, are all briefly but well anno- 
tated. This issue includes also a seven-page list of books on Wire- 
less Telegraphy and Telephony, with a foreword by Sir William 
Noble, formerly engineer-in-chief to the Post Office. 


Glasgow Public Libraries—BuLteTIN oF AppiTions. No. 2. 
Large 8vo. 1922. 

It would be well-nigh impossible to find any fault with this catalogue 
excepting one which it would be very difficult to remedy. The page is too 
large and the paper cover too flimsy. Copies must surely become dog-eared 
wrecks long before their usefulness is even realised. However, as no space 
on any of the three hundred pages of double columns of entries is wasted, the 
compiler has clearly been between the horns of a dilemma, as the adoption 
of a smaller page would have made the volume much too thick. To divide 
it into two volumes would not have been desirable, and to bind it would have 
destroyed one’s ability to fold it up for putting in one’s pocket—so perhaps 
the complaint is uncalled for; otherwise it is a model of a classified catalogue, 
the entries being thoroughly subdivided and provided with all the necessary 
indexes. Books added from 1917 to 1920 are listed, the result being an excel- 
lent a of the most important and most suitable publications of the 
period. 

The November-December issue of the Bulletin of the GRAND 
Rapips (U.S.) Library includes a list of maps recently added to the 
li 


brary. 
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The November, 1922, issue of the Ontario Library Review 
contains a long and most interesting article by Mr. F. J. A. Morris 
on “ Popular Science for the Public Library.” The exhaustive 
bibliographies included are of unusual value, and as they, more- 
over, cite a large number of books published in this country can 
be thoroughly recommended to any who are overhauling this 

ular section of their library. The article occupies some 24 pages, 
of which about 14 are devoted to the lists of recommended books. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
“THe Book SELECTOR: a guide to current books and an essay 
in co-operative cataloguing.”” February, 1923. Grafton & Co. 


For the past two or three months this interesting publication has been 
eagerly awaited by many librarians who, after hearing so much discussion on 
co-operative cataloguing, were curious to see an experiment upon English 
lines. Although they will, no doubt, have many criticisms to offer upon this 
work, we think they cannot fail to commend the skill which has called it into 
being and the enterprise which has undertaken its publication. The books 
selected have been wisely chosen, and there will be general agreement with 
the decision to exclude fiction and literature for children. After reading the 
annotations we wonder if the selectors have had access to every book noted, 
for in some cases where guidance is most needed none is given. Nevertheless 
the annotations are extremely useful and follow the canons applicable to the 
various classes of books ; attention is drawn to bibliographies, glossaries, etc., 
and most librarians will approve of the form of catalogue entry and the applica- 
tion of the ‘‘ Dewey” and “ Subject’ notations. The preliminary note by 
the Editors contains useful hints on the practical application of the entries to 
the work of cataloguing. In one library known to us the following method 
has been adopted :—Six copies of the Book Selector are received, one of which 
is kept for filing purposes and the others cut up for mounting. This is done 
the book-binder, who pastes one set of entries on the accession cards whic 
form the Stock Register and the others on the standard card catalogue cards 
(3 by Sins.). It is thought advisable to have all the entries treated in this way, 
and not merely those relating to the books which it is intended to purchase 
at the moment; thus it will be possible to maintain one sequence of cards 
representing future purchases, and corresponding sequences of catalogue 
cards for transference, after the necessary editing, to the catalogue cabinet 
for public use. We can imagine that the remaining cards relating to those 
books not added to stock will also have some value, and that with the passage 
of years an interesting bibliography for office use will compile itself. In fact, 
there are many possibilities of permutations in such cards, to the considera- 
tion of which a special article might be devoted. 


The Book Selector is printed on good paper which stands the test of mount- 

without causing undue “ buckling” of the cards. The type employed 
might with advantage be larger, and the use of more “ leads ’’ in the annota- 
tions would facilitate reading. We have noticed one curious thing, namely, 
notes to this effect: ‘‘ Reviewed in Times Lit Suppi., p. 68."" This as it 
stands in the periodical is a — clear reference, inasmuch as the month 
and year are printed on the front page, but when it is seen in detached form 
by the reader in the card or sheaf catalogue it will convey nothing to the 
mind. It would be better to give in future issues the exact date in figures, 
2.g., 8/2/23, p. 68.” 


Finally, if the publication of the Book Selector is to be sufficiently success- 
ful to justify its continuance it must be well supported by librarians, and we 
venture to suggest that no library authority should be content with fewer 
than six copies—surely the annual subscription of thirty shillings for that 
number is extremely low. 
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In addition to its many qualities here outlined we must emphasize the 
fact that the Editors hope to cover 75 per cent. of current publications. It 
may, therefore, be safely assumed that few books of importance to public 
libraries will be overlooked. The first number of the Book Selector deserves 
high praise and promises to result in a work of real practical use to librarians 
and readers generally, the value of which will be cumulative. Ww. W. 


GENERAL BOOKS. 


Book Auction Recorps. Vol. 19, 1921-22. (Containing 17,743 
Records.) London, Henry Stevens, Son & Stiles. 1922 [1923]. 
With the issue of Part 4, containing the sales of the latter part of the 
season, and the General Index for the year, Vol 19 of this invaluable reference 
book is complete. With the number of entries now reached it cannot fail to 
be of use to every librarian, bookseller and collector ; in fact, it is difficult to 
see how any one having to do with books at all can manage without it. 


Tue LiBRARIAN’s GuIpE, 1923. Edited by Reginald G. Williams & 
Mark Meredith. Liverpool, Literary Year Book Press, 1923. 
8vo, pp. 136. 

A detailed list of the libraries of this country has been wanted for some 
time, and we hope that The Librarian's Guide, when it gets into its stride, 
will do the work required. Like most first issues, the present volume is a 
little “‘ fluffy ’ in places, but the idea is the right one, and if librarians will 
assist by sending in full and accurate information in time for the annual issues, 
there is no doubt that we shall have a valuable reference book. Prefixed to 
the list of libraries are a series of articles of general interest, and Mr. Williams 
has added a valuable series of Aids to Assistants in the form of Short Reading 
Courses on sections of the L.A. Syllabus. At the end of the volume are lists 
of pseudonyms (of authors, not necessarily librarians), and of publishers and 
booksellers. 

It may be suggested that if the librarian of each town notified the editors 
of libraries in his district that are not mentioned, it might lead to their inclusion 
in the next volume, and ultimately to something like a really complete list of 
British Libraries. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Showerman (Grant) Horace anp His INFLveNnce. (Our Debt to 
Greece and Rome Series.) Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xviii., 180. Biblio- 
gtaphy. Harrap, 1923. 5s. net. 

Taylor (Henry Osborne) GREEK BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE (Our 
Debt to Greece and Rome Series). Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 154. 
Bibliography. Harrap, 1923. 5s. net. 

Lagerloff (Selma) THe TALE OF A MANOR, AND OTHER SKETCHES. 
Translated by C. Field. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 255. T. Werner 
Laurie, Ltd., 1923. 7s. 6d. net. 

CHILDREN’S Book or KNowLepDGE. Parts IX., X., XI., XII. 4to. 
Coloured wrappers. Cassell. 1s. 3d. net per part. 


THE “LONDON” CONFERENCE 


AN all-day conference of the librarians in London and the Home 
Counties was held at the Central Library for Students, 9, Galen 
Place, London, on Wednesday, February 28th. There were about 
50 people present when Mr. A. Cawthorne, Chief Librarian of 
Stepney, was voted to the chair. Ostensibly the meeting was called 
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to discuss the present position of London Libraries in view of the 
Royal Commission on London Government now sitting, and to 
determine what steps, if any, should be taken in the matter. 


The meeting began with a lively interchange of question and 
answer as to who called the meeting and why. To us neither 
questions nor answers seemed to be of very great importance. The 
discussion that followed wandered over very much ground. We 
gather from it, however, that the Royal Commission had not yet 
discussed the London libraries service, and had not expressed any 
intention of doing so. It was important, however, that recommen- 
dations affecting libraries should not be settled by a London Com- 
mission but by the Board of Education, which is the responsible 
Ministry. Mr. Herbert Jones, Chief Librarian of Kensington, 
emphasised the importance of librarians not acting without con- 
sultation with and direction from the library authorities who 
employed them. He moved a resolution finally to the effect that 
no steps should be taken until the library authorities had been 
notified, and had been given an opportunity of expressing their 
views. 

Mr. Berwick Sayers said that the purpose of the meeting was 
surely to determine whether some policy was necessary for London, 
and, if so, that policy should be formulated by the Library Associa- 
tion. He therefore moved as an amendment that the Library 
Association Council be requested to formulate a policy for the 
government of London and other libraries for use when and as it 
might be required by local aauthorities. He did not think this 
negatived Mr. Jones’s motion which might be put as a supplement 
to it. 


Mr. J. D. Stewart proposed, on behalf of the Association of 
Assistant Librarians, that a special committee of the present 
meeting should be appointed to consider the London library service, 
and to report to an adjourned meeting on Wednesday, April 11th. 
He gave the names of his proposed committee, which, with one 
exception, were those of young men, some of them almost entirely 
new to the London area. It was probably for this reason that an 
otherwise quite reasonable resolution was lost by four votes. 


Mr. Sayers’ amendment and Mr. Jones’s original motion were 
carried. 

In the afternoon some two hours were spent in deciding whether 
a London branch of the Library Association should be formed or 
not. The discussion was discursive, but we hope that it has cleared 
the air considerably. The most difficult point was that it was felt 
that the branch might act adversely on the membership of both 
the Library Association and the Association of Assistant Librarians. 
It appears that in some branches of the Library Association, con- 
trary to the bye-laws of the Charter, local members are admitted 
who pay a subscription of only four or five shillings per annum. 
If such members were abeaed in London there would be many 
who would prefer the London branch subscription to the two 
guineas or so which the Library Association now demands of them. 
This matter was not settled, but is, we understand, to have further 
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consideration. Mr. Herbert Jones, who was in the chair at this 
part of the meeting, now moved that the branch be inaugurated 
under the name of the London and Home Counties Library 
Association. This was carried unanimously, and a temporary 
committee was appointed from amongst those present representing 
areas as shown :—Miss Frost, Sussex; Mr. Bolton, Herts; Mr. ° 
Greenhough, Berks; Mr. Philip, Kent; Mr. Piper, Surrey; Mr. 
Quinn, Bucks ; Mr. Roebuck, Essex; Mr. Rowlatt, London; Mr. 
Wright, Middlesex ; with Mr. Benson Thorne as Honorary Secretary. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION : 
NORTH WESTERN BRANCH 


ANNUAL MEETING AT ACCRINGTON. 


THERE was an excellent attendance at the annual meeting of this 
Branch Association on January 31st, when the President, Alderman 
Martin (St. Helens), occupied the chair. The Deputy Mayor (Alder- 
man Waddington, J.P.) and Councillor Snell, Chairman of the 
Library Committee, welcomed the delegates. The Annual Report, 
which showed a slight increase in membership, and the Financial 
Statement were approved. The following Vice-Presidents and 
Officers were elected :— 

Vice-Presidents :—A. Lancaster, Librarian, Public Libraries, 
St. Helens; Dr. G. Scarr, Radcliffe Public Library Committee ; 
G. T. Shaw, Librarian, Public Libraries, Liverpool ; A. Sparke, 
Chief Librarian, Public Libraries, Bolton. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer :—John W. Singleton, Librarian, 
Public Library, Accrington. 

Hon. Secretary, Education Committee:—Joseph Pomfret, 
Librarian, Public Library, Darwen. 


The Scrutineers reported the election of four members of the 
Council to serve for a period of three years as follows:—A. J. 
Hawkes, Librarian, Public Library, Wigan ; Miss Beckett, Librarian, 
Public Library, Altrincham ; W. Higson, Librarian, Public Library, 
Colne; J. Chorton, Librarian, Public Library, Hyde. 


Messrs. Peaples (Bolton) and Clegg (Radcliffe) were re-appointed 
Auditors. 

Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L. (Chief Librarian, Bolton) 
contributed a paper on the “ Future Administration of Public 
Libraries,’ which was mainly a statement of the case for Nationaliza- 
tion, or some measure of central control. He outlined the advan- 
tage, nationally, of such control, and argued that whilst the indi- 
vidual might suffer the loss of a little prestige the general good must 
be the deciding factor. Several members took part in the discus- 
sion, the view being expressed that central assistance might be 
commenced by the establishment of county schemes on the lines 
of the Central Library for Students. 
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Mr. L. R. McColvin, Chief Assistant, Wigan, dealt with the 
“ Libraries and the Fine Arts.’’ A plea for better facilities for using 
the art books in our libraries was made, and some suggestions given 
towards the better selection of books from the artistic point of 
view. Mr. McColvin made a special appeal for improvement in the 
music section of libraries, for primary consideration of the needs 
of the amateur before dealing generously with the student. The 
essayist was not in sympathy with the proposal that gramophones 
should be provided in libraries. The paper was fully discussed, 
Mr. C. F. Dawson, the Accrington Art Master, contributing an 
interesting comment upon the main theme. 

The meeting agreed to the suggestion to hold the Joint Con- 
ference of the Northern Branch Associations at St. Annes. 

In the central hall of the Library an exhibition of damaged 
books was arranged, entitled ‘‘ Shakespeare and Damage to Books,” 
apt quotations being attached to the examples displayed. 

The members of the Branch Council were entertained to 
luncheon by the Chairman of the Accrington Library Committee 
(Councillor Snell), and His Worship the Mayor extended hospitality 
to the delegates at tea, which was served in the Lecture Room at 
the Library. Alderman Martin expressed the thanks of the members 
for the hospitality. 


ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 


Tue February meeting of the London Division was held on the 
2ist February, at 7.30 p.m., at the Islington Central Library, with 
Mr. W. J. Harris, F.L.A., Chief Librarian of Islington, in the chair. 


Mr. Harry Cross, F.L.A., of Croydon, read a paper on 
“Publicity: Policy and Practice,” in which, after indicating a 
number of lines along which publicity work could be developed, 
he pleaded for vigorous local campaigns with the object of support- 
ing the natural work of the Library Association. Further, that the 
methods used must be acceptable to the public, and that if we 
advertise we must have a library service worthy of advertisement. 

A discussion followed, to which Messrs. Harris, Stewart, 
Richards, Miss Rees, Mr. G. P. Jones, and others contributed. 

A number of American publicity posters (kindly supplied by 
Messrs. Grafton and Co.) were on view, and these served to indicate 
the difference between the American and the English methods of 


appeal to the public. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Epritor, Library World. 
Dear Sir, 

The letter of Eratosthenes in your December number is des- 
criptive of the condition in many associations the world over. The 
one criticism that most le offer is that programs are too full 
of papers and too empty of di ion. 
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We have found this same condition prevailing in our American 
Library Association, and in order to overcome it in a measure a 
group of Librarians of Large Public Libraries in cities of 100,000 
inhabitants met in Chicago on December 28th, 1922, to discuss 
subjects indicated below. 

Plenty of time was given for discussion, and the feeling was 
generally expressed that an occasional meeting of this sort was more 
beneficial than a program arranged for papers without discussion. 


Yours, etc., 


Brooklyn Public Library. FRANK P. HI, 
February 3rd, 1923. Chief Librarian. 


MEETING OF LIBRARIAN OF LARGE 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago, Ill., Thursday, December 28th, 1922. 
. The “General Subjects” and the ‘ Sub-Topics” named 
for discussion at the several sessions in the Program which 
follows have been suggested by several of the persons who are 
to be present at the meeting. The Chairmen may call on some 
of these if they choose ; but it seems wiser not to name them 
and to leave the discussion open to all and to make that dis- 
cussion quite informal. 
PROGRAM. 
First Session—Morning, 10—12.30. Frank P. Hill in the Chair. 
General Subject : Support. 
Sub-Topics : 
Relations with City. Endowment. 
Budget. Increased Income, or 
City Appropriations. Decreased Expenses, etc. 
Discussion opened by ten-minute paper by George F. Bowerman. 


Second Session—Afternoon, 2.30—5. Arthur L. Bailey in the Chair. 
General Subject : Problems of General Administration. 
Sub-Topics : 

Classes and Staff Training Staff Rules. 
v. Library Schools. Exchange of Assistants. 
Staff Meetings. Central or Departmental 
Esprit de Corps Administration. 
Discipline. 
Discussion opened by ten-minute paper by Samuel H. Ranck. 
Third Session—Evening, 8—10.30. Carl B. Roden in the Chair. 
General Subject: Standardization of Library Service (not 
certification of individuals). 

Sub-Topics : 
Can Work be Standardized? Unifying Such Service. 
Scheme of Service. 

Discussion opened by ten-minute paper by Joseph L. Wheeler. 


Tue first 
tive cataloguing has been remarkably well received. Even J 
the first issue made its a ‘from the press casi 
had been received from’ Japan, South Africa and other far: 
lands, where the mere that the publication 
contemplation has awakened great interest. 
At home a iation is expretaed in unstinted terms, and ae 
quote below a few of the many enthusiastic remarks taken 
-randora from the voluminous correspandence received 
“We shall be pleased to subscribe to the Book Selécion 
have much pleasure in infotming you that already # Rm 2 a8 
proved useful to us (the specimen copy) 
have received copy of the issue of the Book 
to my congratulations upon its publica, 
accept my thanks for your it = 
am sure, be welcomed by ‘the professions.“’— 
T have to acknowledge af the Book Selector, which find 


most interesting. I sincerely you will get euficiest: 
muimber of subscribers to you to calry 
Ireland. 
“ Your iden is splendic, and should be supported by the gia 


“ The publication will be particularly useful.’ —Suffolk. 


“ T am tremendously bucked with oposed scheme. si.» 
I had given up much hope of English librarians undeectale 
_ ing such a work on your plan... . If you can at + 
your scheme as you have-ontiined it, it will be of veryiiaa 
car is suggestions asked for may alter your, 
scheme, Please give good long 
you take up with estions which mean any vitel aia. 
tion.”"—Librarian of St, Paul's University, Tokyo, Japa 
“ We think No. 1 of the Book Salecior is a' very 
number, and that the periodical, if continued with © 7 
same care and comprehensiveness, should prove 
useful tool in the hands of ‘not @nly librarians but alae 
ouse. 
consider the Book Selector reflects great credit on all 
cerned in its peodnction, deserves cvery 
from the profession.— Home Counties. 
(See advertisement On back cover.) 


am much obliged for the specimen copy of the vay 
promising Book Seleder. . . . Can you please forwan 
at once as I am anxious to make immediate use of 
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